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Man hasalwaysdreamedof flying like
a bird. But now the legend of Icarus
seems to have become reality. The
secret lies in the controversial and
spectacular sport of hang gliding.
There have been a numberof injuries.
and evena death,recentlyasthesport
becomesmore popular, Last month a
spectatorwas cut and bniised in an
|14

accidentat Mill Hill. Sussex.when a
hang glider crashed into two parked
cars. But such dangerswill not deter
photographerslike L J, Batemanwho
took these pictures at Worms Head.
Rhossili in South Wales. He found
irresistiblethe combinationof graceful
gliders, sunsets and hills that drop
straightinto thesea,"The mostdifficult
partwasto framethesun andthehang
gliders in the ideal position. as they
travel quite fast." he says. But by
obtainingthe co~operationofthepilots
he was able to composeexactly the
shotshewanted."The pilotsweremost

helpful," herecalls, "Sometimes,when
the wind was right. they were able to
hover in a givenpositionfor sometime.
enabling me to get the pictures I

wanted.At othertimesI framedthe sun
and the horizon correctly and waited
for the glider to pass." Some of the
more spectaculareffects he achieved
by using anorangefilter on his 150mm
lens. This also enabledhim to reduoa
the exposureto 1/500secat 1/16 and
create false sunsets. The effect is

almost a defiance of nature - like
hanging high above the earth in a
gently floating glider.
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Fl ing the
” Wmg

Then' ix somethingmagical abou! /[\-ing: ask any /film.
Yel Man has anLv 1ruLv Vluwn’ in :Im las: fun' _va-urs.

And in nmbracingthe .vpcclarulnrnrw spur! uf Hung Gliding
has pm-videdphnmgraplu-rsan nqaalLv spruafular"vw subjvrl.
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all requiresa wind speednl' between in
and zginph. thuugh with less wind the
wing watt glide gently - wind- is adm
for beginners.

Kiting is something which must be
leamed- Ind no reputablemanufacturer
will sell I ltite without I coursenf lessons.
l'ntaugI\t beginoen have alien come tn
grief - neerllusly. since there Ire I
numberof clubs and kiting schoolsaround
the country which will he only too happy
to givethe neorsaryinstnietion.

'lite secret of the design of the delta
wing kite lies in I eomputer somewhere
in Florida. `Ihe inventor of the first sue-
cessful free-llight kite was Dr. Rogalln of
the American Naticnal Aeronautical and
Space Administration (NASA). Experi-
mentswerecarriedout usingkites asexit
vehicles, as pan nl' the American space
pmgraninve.Now, Ilmost all kite designs
Ire bard on Dr. Rogallo's concept and
the formal title fur them is the Rogalln

Wing. Kites are made of a light allnw
rrimewnrk and i wing or nylon nitennn.

CameraExposure
Thereare I couple nl' points tu remember
on the technicalside. ll' you use a camera
with a thruuglrlensmeter. it is I gum!
idea to tale readings when the kite is
an the ground.for even the best metering
system will have tmuhle handling the
re|Itive brightnessof kite Ind (ttsuallyl
brighter sky, vulitn nip. in me ur. me
ilier is in the shadeofthe wing and so.
if you wish in nialte detailed close-ups.
compensatewith I little extra exposure.

When shooting mlour transparencies.
exposureis maunuy mm erineu, nm
your readingson the brightestpan ol' the
scene - normally me sky, A patenting
filter can come into its nwn. given favour'
ableconditions,

Filters for monuchritme shooting can
he useful. but are not essential.Very dra-

matic skies can be produced- with. fur
instanee.I yellow or an urungefilter. And
ti variation on the dramatic sky is I tutal
silhouette: the lazy man's answerhere is

tu produce I normal negative and then
print it un hardpaper.

Hare. too. can be brought into the
schemeof things. You will almost inevita-
bly shoot mn-ie frames into relatively
strong light: make llare work for yutt.
usingit to give ttirtuns that little ‘sumt-
thing extrai Again. hard papercan help
- emphasisingllarebeautifully.

MeetingManners
ll' you go to I kite meeting as I spectator.
it is worth recalling that the land nn
which you stand belongs tu mmeone

adamKun Mmm", nmnuM |
fmwu-nr-.mgmy/u/mm mesummital
smnm.Nikon r wmv 21/nmNlklral mu.

sarnmmfx.



whclhur In I local firmer or lo all nl
us. li is only common :uunuy in u\-uu.|
mmwingyour empiyElm :momand pm

nic wrlprprrs onm il. The span of hang
g|..|mg has Norma recenlly from ,M
mon who are noi all as ccnsrdernic m
phomgrlphcrs. ll vmuld be a grcul pily
if specmorswere in be bannedor dns-
courugcdfrom kiung rncuings.

Try ll Vwnell?
When you dccidc lhu you wnuld like in
Ry, as well as luke piclurrs ol' ihr spon.
(onlin \h: Nnlionul Hung Gliding Aww-
uinn. You an do ml; mmugh Ken Mm-
scnger vwhn nm: 1 schoolon nh: l)nun~
nur Mnrlbornughr - iusl nng Marl-
mmugh VSTD °a7=,\ ma.A any; lm-
linn coals aroundL5. and includrs u lilrn
>l\nw. lheorrlical inslruuinn. and Ihr real
rlnng - hunggliding ilsclf.

And, for around Lxgo. Ken will even
un ,-nu » km.
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